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TEXT MAPPING 

What is Text mapping?  

 Text mapping is a study technique used for organizing important related concepts or 

ideas in a given text. A map is a visual representation that helps retain these important concepts 

or ideas; and their relationships.  

 It is a graphic outline or summary that is able to shorten lengthy information.  

How to Text map?  

1. Read the text thoroughly.  

2. Write the subject or title in your notebook. Enclose the title in a box or encircle it to 

denote its importance.  

3. Select major ideas and supporting points and connect them by means of lines to the title.  

4. Attach subpoints to major points to show their relative importance.  

5. Use appropriate symbols to show relationships of ideas.  

 

 For instance, the concrete line  symbolizes direct relationships 

such as subordination, relative 

status to other titles, etc. See Fig. 1.  

 

 While a  - - - - may show a 

mutually exclusive relationship 

between two titles.  See Fig. 2.  

 
                      Fig. 1. Concrete lines showing the relationship between the Dean and coordinators.  

Sample Text:   

 The Camarines Norte State College offers outreach or community development 

programs that aim to help suppressed or oppressed communities of Camarines Norte. The 

branch of the Institution which monitors these programs is called the Extension Services 

Unit, headed by the Extension Services Director.  

 These community development programs is the reason for adopting barangays 

and looking for organizations which may help the Institution implement such programs. 

Although, these organizations help the Extension Services Director, they are an entirely 

different institution in their own right. They have their own officials and have the right to 

Dean 

Extension 
Coordinator

Research 
Coordinator

Sports 
Coordinator 

Assistant 
Dean 



ENG1: Study and Thinking Skills  Text Mapping  
Instructor: Rhodaviv V. Avila 
 

 

2 
 

act on their own accord. Hence, there is a mutual exclusivity to the relationship between 

CNSC and the Linkages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Fig. 2. Shows the relationship of the Linkages to the CNSC Officials 

6. It may be necessary to write a “legend” of the symbols used in your text map in order to 

avoid ambiguities.  

 

Homework:  

a. Formulate a group of at least 8 members each.  

b. On a one whole colored cartolina (either neon green, yellow, light blue or any other light colored 

cartolina EXCEPT pink), draw a text map of an excerpt from your Social Science, or 

Psychology book. Go to the library for research if you must. 

c. On Thursday, September 26, 2013 one presenter from each group will read the 

chosen excerpt in class; then show and explain the group’s work in class.  

d. Write the name of your groupmates at the back of the cartolina, with the last 

names written first and with the boys’ names separated from the girls.  

 

Beware: There will be group assessment at the end of this activity/ homework. All 

members must participate or share their ideas.  
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